Pandora

Laurel Zucker

I wrote this piece after reading a book on mythology, and being reminded of the strange myth of Pandora. Pandora is
tempted by a beautiful box, but is given strict orders never to open this gift. Curiosity gets the best of Pandora and she
opens the box. Out flies the emotiions of jealousy, greed, hatred, and many other evil emotions. But the last emotion
to fly out is hope, which makes the opening of the box a special act.

I wrote this Pandora beginning with a slow dark section with a beautiful singing melody in C minor. I tried to express
Pandora's naivete and curiosity in this opening section. The second section begins abruptly and stingingly with arpeggiated
passages that rhythmically are uneven and jagged, to represent the negative emotions that are shoving and flying out of the
box into Pandora's naive and pristine world. The composition ends on a low D that is played gently to represent the entrance
of hope into Pandora's world.
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